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Main news 
 
Which goods were handled in the highest volumes in 2020? 
Which products had the greatest growth in exports? And the 
biggest drop? To answer these questions, the DatamarNews 
team conducted a ranking of the most-exported and most-
imported goods in 2020 and drew a comparison with 2019.  
See the results below: 
 
Exports 
In exports, food was the category that performed the best in 2020, 
with 1,038,200 TEU, a growth of 6% in relation to 2019. The 
highest percentage growth, however, was registered in the ‘sugar 
and derivatives’ category, which grew 56%. 
 
Ranking of Brazil’s exports | Jan to December 2019-2020 | TEU 

 
Source: DataLiner 

 
Imports 
 
The goods most imported by Brazil in containers in 2020 were 
from the ‘plastics and derivatives’ category.  At 377,538 TEU, this 
was a 6% growth compared to 2019. In contrast, the ‘rubbers and 
derivatives’ category fell 18% in 2020 compared to 2019. 
 
Ranking of Brazil’s imports | Jan to December 2019-2020 | TEU 

 
Source: DataLiner  

Ports and Terminals 
 
The Grimaldi Group announced an agreement worth more 
than US$ 500 million with the Hyundai Mipo Dockyard for the 
construction of six multipurpose Ro-Ro vessels. 
 
With a length of 250 meters, a width of 38 meters, and a DWT of 
45,684 tons, the vessels will inaugurate a new class called “G5”, an 
evolution of the previous class of multipurpose ro-ro “G4” units 
built by the same shipyard and delivered to the Grimaldi Group 
between 2014 and 2015. Its design results from a careful study of 
the needs of the Group and its customers. 
 
Class G5 vessels will have the capacity to transport 4,700 linear 
meters of rolling cargo, 2,500 CEUs (Car Equivalent Unit), and 
2,000 TEU. 
 
In addition to the cargo capacity, the “G5” vessels will adopt 
numerous technological solutions, where both the main engine 
and the auxiliary diesel generators will meet the NOx levels 
imposed by the Tier III regulations, while the integrated 
propulsion between the rudder and the propeller will minimize 
vortex losses and, consequently, optimize propulsion efficiency 
and reduce fuel consumption. 
 
The ships will be designed to provide electricity on land at the 
pier, which represents, when available, an alternative to the 
consumption of fossil fuels while in port. They will also be 
equipped with hybrid exhaust gas cleaning systems to reduce 
sulfur and particulate emissions. 
 
The delivery of the six ships ordered is scheduled between the 
first months of 2023 and the end of 2024. The new units will 
replace the oldest ships in the Group, which will have turned 25 
years old, and will be deployed between Northern Europe and 
West Africa, in particular for Lagos (Nigeria). 
 
ANTAQ has released the dates and times of the virtual public 
hearings related to port leases in Maceió (AL), Suape (PE), 
and Fortaleza (CE): 
 
Public Hearing No. 01/2021 – Obtain contributions, subsidies, and 
suggestions for the improvement of technical and legal documents 
aimed at holding a bidding process for the lease of a port facility 
for the handling, storage, and distribution of liquid bulk, especially 
fuel, located in the Port of Maceió / AL, called MAC11 area. 
 
Date: March 4 
Time: 3pm 
 
Public Hearing No. 02/2021 – Obtain contributions, subsidies, and 
suggestions for the improvement of technical and legal documents 
related to the bidding process for the lease of a port terminal for 
the handling and storage of liquid fuel bulk, located in the 
Organized Port of Maceió / AL, called MAC12 area. 
 
Date: March 4 
Time: 3pm 
 
Public Hearing nº 05/2021 – Obtain contributions, subsidies, and 
suggestions for the improvement of technical and legal documents 
aimed at holding a bidding process regarding the lease of the area 
and public infrastructure for the handling and storage of 
vegetable bulk, mineral bulk, and general cargo, located at the 
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Governador Eraldo Gueiros Port Industrial Complex / Suape Port 
/ PE, called SUA07 area. 
 
Date: March 15 
Time: 3pm 
 
Public Hearing No. 06/2021 – Obtain contributions, subsidies, and 
suggestions for the improvement of technical and legal documents 
related to the holding of a bidding process for the leasing of a port 
terminal for the handling and storage of liquid fuel bulk, especially 
naphtha, in the Organized Port of Fortaleza / CE, called MUC59. 
 
Date: March 8 
Time: 3pm 
 
 The virtual public hearings will be transmitted via internet 
streaming, recorded, and made available on the ANTAQ channel 
on Youtube; no registration is required to attend them. 
 
Those interested in speaking at the hearing should register 
through the messaging application “Whatsapp” at +55 (61) 2029-
6940. The registration period will be from 10 am to 2 pm on the 
day corresponding to the meeting or by entering the meeting 
room created in the “Zoom” application. For this, at the time of 
registration, the interested party must manifest itself in this 
regard and forward his / her electronic login address in the 
“Zoom” to be invited to enter the room at his / her turn. 
 
The documents relating to port leases are available at 
gov.br/antaq under “Social Participation”. 
 
On February 25, ANVISA (the national health-surveillance 
authority) confirmed that a ship is in quarantine at the Port 
of Santos. The vessel registered a positive case of Covid-19 
and will be waiting for 14 days at the Santos pier. A second 
ship is expected to be released soon after crew members test 
negative. 
 
According to the regulatory agency, the ship ‘Federal Lyra’ was 
carrying sulfur and arrived in the region on February 20, coming 
from the Republic of Cameroon. It did not dock, as there was 
already information that a crew member was isolated on 
suspicion of the disease. All 20 crew members were tested, and 
only one of them tested positive for the coronavirus. Activities 
were halted, and the ship awaits off the coast of Santos. 
 
2nd ship - The second vessel is the ‘MZ Sam’, which docked on 
February 22 on the right bank of the Port of Santos. The vessel 
was in cabotage activity, coming from Rio Grande do Norte. With 
16 crew members, the ship underwent tests for the disease on 
February 22, after seven crew members requested repatriation. 
 
One of them tested positive. However, control tests showed 
negative results for the entire crew. Also according to ANVISA, the 
ship is waiting to be released. 
 
About five months ago, the Port of Santos did not register ships in 
quarantine. The last vessel to stay at the Santos pier for 14 days 
because of Covid-19 cases was the container ship  ‘Pacific Trader’, 
on September 6. 
 
Port of Imbituba has expanded its storage capacity with the 
opening of a new 6,400 m² warehouse in Area 6-1, close to 
Pier 3. The structure is dedicated to the handling of iron ore 
and accommodates approximately 80,000 tons. The 

investment by the port operator SulNorte Logística seeks to 
meet the export demand for hematite and magnetite, mineral 
bulk that has already been shipped through the Port of 
Imbituba since November 2020. 
 
“In addition to the improvements and maintenance in the general 
infrastructure of the port, this new warehouse qualifies the port 
area to meet the needs of the market and adds greater operational 
efficiency”, says Fábio Riera, CEO of SCPAR Porto de Imbituba. In 
2020, iron ore secured second place in the ranking of cargo 
handled at the port, representing 13.6% of the total volume 
handled. 
 
The SulNorte project foresees the construction of two more 
warehouses this year. Together, these future 4800m² modules 
will hold over 110,000 tons of static ore storage. “We expect to 
move approximately one million tons this year, which means a 
great impact on local job creation”, highlights Juliano Franco, 
SulNorte’s administrative manager. 
 
According to the Santos Port Authority (SPA), the Port of 
Santos started the year 2021 recording record volumes of 
movement. The total volume of cargo was 9.18 million tons, 
10.5% higher than in 2020 (8.31 million) and 1.4% higher 
than the last record for January set in 2018 (9.05 million).  
 
Containerized cargo registered 374.1 thousand TEU, 10.5% above 
the same period in 2020 (338.5 thousand TEU) when the previous 
record had also been registered. 3.9 million tons were registered, 
a record for this modality in January, surpassing the previous 
record obtained in 2018 (3.6 million tons) by 7.8% and 
surpassing the 2020 level by 10.1% (3,5 million). 
 
The container-movement numbers maintain the trend of positive 
results observed in recent months and now have the potential to 
be boosted even higher by the approval of the arrival of 366-
meter-type ships at the Port of Santos: “This coming week, the 
Navy is allowing Santos to receive larger container ships and this, 
together with the implementation of BR do Mar, means we can 
predict greater growth in this market in Santos ”, says Fernando 
Biral, president of SPA, referring to an incentive project by the 
Ministry of Infrastructure cabotage. 
 
In total, shipments reached 5.71 million tons, surpassing the 
figures for January 2020 by 8.9%. Ship unloadings, on the other 
hand, totaled 3.47 million, 13.1% above the same period last year.  
 
The busiest products in the Port of Santos were sugar (1.33 
million); fertilizer (698,300); corn (604,100) and soybean meal 
(414,200). Solid bulk reached 3.3 million tons, an increase of 
11.0% over the result of January 2020. In this modality, shipments 
of bulk sugar, soybean meal, and corn continue to perform well, 
showing a growth of 47.5%, 56.9%, and 13.6%, respectfully, over 
the figures for January 2020. 
 
It is also worth noting the fertilizer shipments increased by 
77.7%. Liquid bulk also performed well, totaling 1.5 million tons, 
9.0% above the same period last year. This was a record level for 
January, exceeding the volume registered in 2018 by 3.2%. In this 
modality, shipments of diesel oil and diesel  (+ 67.7%), citrus 
juices (+56.8 %), and fuel oil (+ 17.8%). 342 ships docked at the 
Port of Santos in January, 9.5% fewer than in January 2020, 
characterizing the increase in the volume of cargo per vessel. 
Consult the charts below for a history of cargo handling at the 
Port of Santos and a comparison of cargo handling by type: 
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On February 23, Log-In Logística Intermodal announced the 
acquisition of a new US$ 20-million container ship from the 
shipping company Klaveness Container AS. The vessel has a 
nominal capacity of 2,550 TEU and will be called “Log-In 
Discovery”. 
 
Built at the Chinese shipyard, Jiangsu Yangzijiang Shipbuilding, 
the ship has a total length of 208.90 m and has modern technology 
and energy efficiency. Its project includes state-of-the-art 
equipment for efficient energy consumption, generating fewer 
pollutant emissions, and greater bunker savings. In addition, it 
has a ballast water treatment system installed and 536 outlets for 
transporting refrigerated containers (reefers). 
 
“The vessel was selected because its characteristics are relevant 
to our operations. As a result, we have expanded our capacity to 
provide essential integrated logistics services, with a constant 
focus on safety, sustainability, and operational excellence ”, 
highlighted Log-In’s CEO, Marcio Arany, 
 
According to Log-In’s strategy, the vessel will be used to expand 
services and eventual operational needs. Currently, the company 
has six other container ships for a total capacity of 15,500 TEU. 
The vessels Log-In Resilience, Log-In Endurance, Log-In Polaris, 
Log-In Jacarandá, Log-In Pantanal, and Log-In Jatobá operate on 
four regular navigation services: South Atlantic, Amazonas, Rio 
Shuttle, and Feeder Shuttle Service. 
 
Gradually, the 20/21 soybean crop is arriving at the Port of 
Paranaguá. The movement of trucks that unload the product 
at the terminals in Paraná has intensified and should reach 
2,000 vehicles per day, starting in the first week of March. 
The expectation is that about 2 million tons will be received 
in March. 
 
“There was a certain delay due to the climatic conditions during 
planting and crop development. The months of January and 
February typically show less movement, so it is good time to do 
maintenance works on the flow structure”, says the CEO of Portos 
do Paraná, Luiz Fernando Garcia. 
On February 1st, only 221 trucks passed through the Paranaguá 
screening yard. On the 11th, the movement reached 793 vehicles, 
but it was only beginning on February 14th that movement 

increased above 1000 trucks, at times reaching more than 1700. 
This month, about 500,000 tons of soy arrived for unloading at 
the terminals in Paraná. 
 
“The trend is for the arrival of soy to intensify and the rest of the 
year should not see much slack for the flow of export bulk. We are 
going to work with the yard running at maximum capacity for the 
next five to six months ”, evaluates André Maragliano, who 
represents ATEXP (the association of terminals of the Paranaguá 
export corridor). 
 
To the east of the pier at the Port of Paranaguá, the soy is drained 
through the Corex (the export corridor). In recent months, the 
complex has undergone maintenance. In partnership with the 
operators, the necessary adjustments and improvements were 
made to meet the demand that is about to intensify. 
 
The director of operations for Portos do Paraná, Luiz Teixeira da 
Silva Junior says that in addition to preventive maintenance, 
Corex has undergone corrective and predictive maintenance and 
adjustments to production processes. 
 
“In the past two months, Portos do Paraná and all the terminals 
involved have prepared their structures for the period of 
increased shipment. All maintenance was carried out and all 
processes were reviewed to implement improvements”, says the 
director. 
 
Across the wharf, public efforts increased the confidence of 
operators, who invested in new equipment, expanded the storage 
structure, and improved the hoppers and road and rail discharges. 
 
On the west side of the port, a new integrated terminal will add 
even more strength to the bulk flow. Private investment came in 
after the state government expanded berth 201. 
 
According to DERAL (the rural economy department of the state 
secretariat of agriculture and food supply), the harvest in the 
State of Paraná is around 5% of the planted area (last year, at this 
time, the harvest was around 30 %). Currently, the forecast is for 
the production of a soybean crop of around 20.4 million tons. 
 
“Not only in Paraná but in almost all producing states, the harvest 
is delayed. Paraná, Mato Grosso, Rio Grande do Sul, all had 
climatic problems that caused a delay in planting and, now, finally, 
the rains of January came to hinder the beginning of the harvest”, 
highlights Marcelo Garrido, an economist at DERAL. 
 
According to him, because of the delay, the rush is great. “The 
sooner the producer reaps, the sooner he forwards, as he 
committed to in the signed contracts. Despite the delay, 
production will be high and the producers’ prospects are good, 
especially because prices remain high”, says Garrido. 
 
In addition to production in Paraná, part of the soybean 
production in the states of Mato Grosso, Goiás, Mato Grosso do 
Sul, São Paulo, Santa Catarina, Minas Gerais, and Rio Grande do 
Sul are sold through the Port of Paranaguá. 
 
The year 2021 started with growth in the Port Complex of 
Itajaí and Navegantes. In January, 115,749 TEU and 1,303,984 
tons were handled. Compared to the same period in 2020, in 
which 99,226 TEU and 1,103,275 tons were registered, these 
numbers indicate an increase of 17% in TEU handling and an 
increase of 18% in tonnage. 
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In the Port of Itajaí (public berths and APM Terminals) 37,279 
TEU and 452,598 tons were handled. In January 2020, the 
registered movement was 39,302 TEU and 426,118 tons. 
 
Heder Cassiano Moritz, General Director of Logistics Operations at 
the Port of Itajaí Superintendence, explains that even with a 5% 
drop in the handling of TEU, there was a 6% increase in tonnage. 
“Despite the reduction in the number of stopovers and containers, 
we moved more tonnage, that is, we moved more full containers 
and more loaded ships. It is very important that we highlight this 
vessel-call load ratio growth, which was 22% compared to last 
year ”. He points out that more heavily loaded ships are a trend 
that is increasingly consolidated among shipowners: “The 
reduction in the number of vessel calls should be maintained, not 
only in public berths but in the complex in general”. 
 
For Fábio da Veiga, Superintendent of the Port of Itajaí, the 
movement in January was quite high: “Historically, port 
movement in the first quarter of the year tends to maintain 
stability, and even with the closing of the sandbar due to the rains, 
we managed to grow, indicating that in 2021 we will continue at 
this pace ”. 
 
Due to the rains that reached Santa Catarina and strengthened the 
current of the Itajaí-Açú River and the winds above the 
operational limit, the sandbar was closed for 164 hours (around 
seven days) and with 144 hours (six days) of operational 
restrictions. 
 
Among the Private-Use Terminals (TUPs), Portonave (Navegantes 
Port Terminal) registered 820,862 tons and 78,470 TEU handled 
with a 22% increase in tonnage and 31% increase in TEU 
compared to last year, when 670,472 tons and 59,924 TEU were 
handled. 
 
All other TUPs showed positive rates when compared to January 
2020: Poly Terminals grew 50% in tonnage, and Teporti grew 
753% in tonnage and 200% in vessel calls. The Braskarne and 
Barra do Rio terminals had no handling recorded in January 2020 
but saw movement in 2021. Braskarne handled 481 tons at one 
unloading; Poly Terminais handled 6,000 tons at one unloading; 
Barra do Rio recorded 1,150 tons and a stopover; and Teporti 
handled 22,893 tons and three unloadings. 
 
Despite the rising dollar, imports surpassed exports and 
accounted for 51% of the direction of the loads operated in the 
complex. Last year in January, imports represented 38% of the 
direction of the cargo. 
 
Chicken, meat, and wood and its derivatives were the most 
exported products. The most imported products were mechanical 
and electronic items; plastics and rubbers; and chemicals. The 
following graphs show a history of imports and exports via the 
Port Complex of Itajaí and Navegantes and a comparison of the 
movement between 2019 and 2020: 

 

 
A presidential decree that qualifies road, port, and airport 
developments for the Investment Partnership Program (IPP) 
was published in the Official Gazette on February 23. It also 
provides for the inclusion of federal public enterprises in the 
port and airport sectors in the National Privatization 
Program (PND). 
 
“Depending on a future decision based on the aforementioned 
studies, the concessions may be made separately or in blocks”, 
informed the General Secretariat. The note adds that these 
measures are aimed at “expanding and modernizing 
infrastructure through partnerships with the private sector”, in 
order to make the country more competitive. 
 
In the port sector, the qualified projects under the IPP are the 
PEL01 terminals (at the Port of Pelotas, in Rio Grande do Sul); 
VDC10A (at the Port of Vila do Conde, Pará); MAC14 (in the Port 
of Maceió, Alagoas); SUA07, (at the Port of Suape, Pernambuco); 
and STS11 (at the Port of Santos, São Paulo). The list is completed 
by the Companhia das Docas do Estado da Bahia; and the ports of 
Salvador, Aratu-Candeias and Ilhéus, in Bahia. 
 
In the air transport sector, the measure applies to 24 airports 
(one in Amapá, two in Rio de Janeiro, two in São Paulo, three in 
Minas Gerais, three in Mato Grosso do Sul, five in Pará and eight in 
Amazonas). It will be up to the Ministry of Infrastructure to 
conduct modeling studies. The National Civil Aviation Agency 
(Anac) will be responsible for the executive acts necessary for 
privatization. 
 
Among the airport developments qualified in IPP and included in 
the PND are Santos Dumont and Jacarepaguá airports, in Rio de 
Janeiro; Congonhas and Campo de Marte, in São Paulo; the 
airports Tenente Coronel Aviador César Bombonato (Uberlândia), 
Mário de Almeida Franco (Uberaba) and Mário Ribeiro (Montes 
Claros), both in Minas Gerais. 
 
The list also includes the airports Val-de-Cans (Belém), Maestro 
Wilson Fonseca (Santarém), João Correa da Rocha (Marabá), 
Carajás (Parauapebas), Altamira (in Altamira), in Pará; those from 
Corumbá, Ponta Porã, and Campo Grande, in Mato Grosso do Sul; 
and Alberto Alcolumbre International Airport, in Macapá (AP). 
 
Amazonas is the state with the largest number of airports 
included in the list: those of Parintins, Carauari, Coari, Eirunepé, 
São Gabriel da Cachoeira, Barcelos, Lábrea and Maués. 
 
The decree also qualifies sections of BRs 414, 080, 101, 116, 465, 
493, 040, 495 in Goiás, Rio de Janeiro, and São Paulo; and includes 
in the National Privatization Program stretches of BRs 163 (MT), 
230 (PA) and 040 (RJ). 
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On February 23, the Port of Santos was approved by the 
Brazilian Navy to host vessels of up to 366 meters in length – 
the largest vessels planned to visit the East Coast of South 
America. 
 
This authorization further strengthens the port’s position as a hub 
port in South America. With almost 30% of the national trade 
chain, the Santos port complex is preparing for further growth in 
container movements resulting from the planned expansions, 
including two new areas in Saboó, on the right bank. In addition, 
BR do Mar, a Minfra project to encourage cabotage, should benefit 
the port as a cargo hub. Even without including BR do Mar, the 
expected growth is 3.3% per year for this type of cargo, with 
projections being of growth from 4.4 million TEU today, to 7.9 
million by 2040, as outlined by the Development Plan and Zoning 
(PDZ) project for the Port of Santos, approved last year. 
 
Today the Port of Santos receives vessels up to 340 meters long, 
which have a 9,000 TEU capacity. With the new approval for 
larger vessels, vessel capacity will increase to a maximum of 
14,000 TEU. SPA, in a process that also involved the Pilotage of 
São Paulo and the University of São Paulo (USP), studied and 
performed simulations of maneuverability, hydrodynamic 
interaction, and mooring plans, before these vessels were 
approved to navigate the channel. Brasil Terminal Portuário 
(BTP), DP World, and Santos Brasil each carried out a study on the 
maneuverability and viability of arrival of vessels of this size at 
their terminals and delivered them to the SPA, which consolidated 
the work, submitting it for analysis of the Port Authority of São 
Paulo and the Directorate of Ports and Coasts (DPC) of the 
Brazilian Navy. 
 
SPA’s monitoring of the market shows that container handling has 
been increasing steadily over the years. There was a one-off 
decrease in the first half of last year, with recovery starting in July, 
which reached a monthly record in December. This year has 
begun with a record already set in January and expectations are 
that growth will be even greater, with the authorization of the 
arrival of 366 meters vessels. 
 
The chart below shows the volume of containers handled by the 
Port of Santos since 2019: 

 
Shipping 
 
A study by CONAB (the national supply company) points out 
that even with the payment of the Panama Canal usage fee, 
the total costs for exporting bulk through the ports of the 
Northern Arc can fall by up to 35% if companies and 
producers use sea routes across the Pacific. The value of the 
toll through the Panama Canal is calculated based on the value of 
the cargo transported, with the average cost of passing a ship 
around US$ 150,000. Depending on the size of the vessel, the 
value can reach almost double that. 
 

The analysis carried out by CONAB technicians shows the Panama 
Canal is an important alternative to improve the competitiveness 
of Brazilian agricultural products, since it may represent less 
navigation time, with the subsequent reduction in freight, 
operating costs, fuel, and emissions, among others, as well as 
enabling the opening of new Asian markets. 
 
“What is needed to achieve this reduction rate are some 
improvements in infrastructure to adapt the Brazilian port reality 
to these opportunities, such as the use of the Panama Canal”, said 
Thomé Guth, Superintendent of Operational Logistics at CONAB, 
in a note. “For this reason, some Brazilian companies and port 
terminals have already signed an international agreement for the 
exchange of information and technical cooperation with the 
Panamanian authorities”. 
The CONAB study does not provide further details on other 
international routes for comparison. 
 
A recent study by CNI (the national industry confederation) 
found that the number of shipping companies that transport 
containers in Brazil dropped from 23 in 2015 to 14 in 2019. 
Of these remaining 14 companies, 8 are large companies, 
gathered in three global alliances which share operations. 
 
According to CNI, the result of the merger is decreased 
competition, which increases the pressure on freight and 
generates arbitrariness in the provision of the service – such as 
the creation of fees, the cancellation of vessel calls without notice, 
etc., according to Matheus Braga de Castro, an analyst at the 
entity. Shipping companies refute the accusations. Centronave 
(National Center for Transatlantic Navigation), which represents 
the sector, said in a note that the concentration did not reduce 
competition, and that “there are many‘ players ’that compete 
freely in this market”. The association says that the consolidation 
process affects not only shipping but also “countless branches of 
the economy”, including on the side of the maritime transport 
service providers, such as the automotive, pharmaceutical, food, 
and large meatpacking industries – or that is, the bargaining 
power of users in various segments has also increased.  
 
Centronave also points out that “it does not carry out commercial 
activities with its associates” and that it did not have access to the 
CNI study and, therefore, cannot answer in more detail. 
 
One of the industry’s complaints to shipping companies is that in 
recent years, the number of services operated in Brazilian ports 
has fallen sharply. As a result, users have fewer travel options and 
stops to transport their cargo to its final destination. In 2015, 
container carriers operated 94 services a week in Brazil. By the 
end of 2019, the number had dropped to 66, the study points out. 
 
For CNI, another great concern is the increasing verticalization of 
global logistics chains, as shipping groups increasingly invest in 
ports and land transport, says Castro. In Brazil, there are some 
examples of port terminals controlled by shipping groups. APM 
Terminals (from Maersk) controls assets in Pecém (CE), Itajaí 
(SC), and Itapoá (PR), and Terminal Investment Limited (from 
MSC) operates in Navegantes (SC) and Rio de Janeiro. The two 
companies also form a joint venture in the Port of Santos (SP), 
Brasil Terminal Portuário (BTP). 
 
The industry is beginning the creation of an entity to prevent 
abuses, says Castro, of CNI. “We are in initial meetings to form a 
national council for users of container transport. It is a strategy to 
expand the bargaining power. ” Concerning this point, Centronave 
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says that many of these port assets are “greenfield investments” 
[built from scratch] that other investors were not interested in 
developing “. According to the entity, the terminals are one of the 
“most important operational links in the chain” and therefore 
“they need to be extremely efficient to guarantee fluidity”. 
 
The association also points out that most terminal operators in 
Brazil and worldwide are independent. CNI’s questions come to 
light amid skyrocketing freight prices and problems with service 
provision, such as delays and cancellations. In January, freight on 
the Santos-Shanghai route reached a record level of US $ 10,000 
per TEU.  
 
This increase has occurred around the world, mainly on routes 
departing from China, which has caused shipping companies to be 
questioned by regulatory authorities in Europe, the United States, 
and China. CNI itself, however, does not see arbitrariness in the 
recent rise in freight. Castro believes that the cause of this surge in 
recent months is from logistical problems stemming from the 
pandemic. “It is an abnormal moment, and the sum of the factors 
speak louder than structural aspects [market concentration].” He 
says the concern precedes recent market disturbances. 
 
Concerning the questions that have been made in other countries 
in the sector, Centronave says that it does not believe in any type 
of intervention in Brazil and “expects market freedom to prevail”. 
The entity points out that the sector provides the country with “a 
whole logistics infrastructure” without receiving any fiscal 
incentives or public resources. 
 
The Planning and Logistics Company (EPL) estimates that the 
BR do Mar cabotage bill, proposed by the Federal 
Government, can reduce freight rates by 15%.  Changes to the 
bill were approved by the Chamber of Deputies in December 
2020. The information was released in a technical article 
published by the National Observatory of Transport and 
Logistics (ONTL) on February 22nd. 
 
The EPL document on BR do Mar also shows that an increase of 
60% in the volume of containers transported by cabotage can 
generate a reduction of more than 530,000 tons of CO2 per year 
when compared to road transport. These values were calculated 
using tools developed by EPL. 
 
To calculate the cost reduction estimate, parameters such as fuel 
price, wages, number of vessels, volume transported, among 
others, were considered. In addition, databases of freights 
practiced were obtained through market monitoring carried out 
by the National Observatory of Transport and Logistics. 
 
To estimate the emission of greenhouse gases, EPL used a 
methodology developed in partnership with the Energy and 
Environment Institute that is available on the state-owned 
company website. (http://www.epl.gov.br/greenbonds). 
 
The BR do Mar project is an initiative of the Ministry of 
Infrastructure that aims to encourage cabotage in the country, by 
increasing supply, encouraging competition, reducing costs 
involved, expanding routes, and making the Brazilian transport 
matrix more efficient.  With high load capacity and low risk of 
theft and damage, cabotage allows for economies of scale that 
reduce unit costs. Estimates calculated by ONTL show that this 
mode costs on average 60% less than the road mode and 40% less 
than the rail mode.  In 2021, the sector may grow at least 10% 
compared to last year, following a trend already seen in 2020. 

Finally, the EPL study shows that because it does not directly 
connect producers and consumers and its advantage is verified on 
long-distance routes, cabotage does not compete directly with 
road transport. To read the document, access: 
https://ontl.epl.gov.br/publicacoes/artigos-tecnicos/ 
 
Grain 
 
In its last report released February 18, ANEC (the national 
association of cereal exporters) reduced the expectation of 
February soy exports by 1 million tons, to between 5 million 
and 7.9 million tons, due to the lack of soy to load ships and 
the rain that is preventing harvesting and loading in ports. 
 
“The delay in harvesting has prevented soy from arriving at the 
ports,” said the CEO of ANEC, Sérgio Mendes. Not only has rain 
prevented the harvest, but it has also prevented the loading of 
bulk carriers. According to Mendes, the exporters are becoming 
concerned about the payment of demurrage, which is a fine for 
remaining in port beyond the established deadlines. 
 
According to ANEC, 137 vessels were moored in Brazilian 
terminals waiting for soy to be shipped on the 18th. There are 
another 98 vessels planned in the line-up but these have not yet 
reached the ports. 
 
Brazil is expected to ship 3.2 million tons this month, according to 
consultancy MDCommodities, based in Chicago. The figure is 
slightly less than half the previous forecast of 6.5 million tons, 
according to Bloomberg. 
 
According to information from the Center for Advanced 
Studies in Applied Economics (Cepea), the soybean harvest is 
beginning to intensify in Brazil, but logistical difficulties are 
already worrying. 
 
In addition to truck lines on some national roads – such as those 
in Itaituba (PA), in the access to the Para port of Miritituba – 
agents also report a build-up of ships at Brazilian ports. Many 
soybean farmers are in a hurry to harvest the oilseed in order to 
be able to fulfill the contracts. 
 
“Tradings, in turn, are attentive to receiving the contracted 
soybeans on time. Delays in deliveries can limit shipments and 
result in fines on port loads, ”said Cepea, in a note. With that, 
logistics for March is already compromised, and most agents show 
interest in negotiating soybeans with delivery only from the 
second quarter of this year. The chart below shows Brazil’s 
monthly soybean exports since 2017: 
Brazilian Soy Exports (HS 1201) | Jan 2017 to Dec 2020 | WTMT 

 
Other cargo 
 
The Ministry of Agriculture has announced that it will not 
support the request of some entities in the dairy sector to 
restrict dairy product imports, mainly from Mercosur. In the 
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segment, purchases are seen as being an imbalance factor in 
the domestic market, negatively affecting the profitability of 
Brazilian ranchers. 
 
On the other hand, the agency is seeking to exempt the purchase 
of equipment for agro-industrialization and to facilitate the entry 
of US corn to supply the chain. “We want to protect our producers, 
but we don’t want to prevent any type of import. This hurts the 
liberal economy and the Mercosur treaty. This hypothesis is ruled 
out; we’ll never prevent imports”, says the Secretary of 
Agricultural Policy, César Halum. According to him, the ministry 
has been talking to authorities in Argentina and Uruguay, the 
main exporters of these products to Brazil, and analyzing whether 
there is any dumping occurring. 
 
As a way of encouraging producers, the Ministry of Agriculture 
will send a request to the Foreign Trade Chamber (CAMEX) to 
remove the import tariff for milk-industrialization equipment. 
The ministry is also seeking to unlock the entry of some 
transgenic corn cultivars used in the United States through the 
National Technical Biosafety Commission (CTNBio) so that the 
chain can buy American cereal. 
 
The secretary says he believes in the natural adjustment of the 
market to reduce the entry of foreign dairy products into the 
country. “As the world price has risen, and today it is par, I 
understand that Brazilian industries will stop importing naturally 
to be able to buy milk from here. This will balance the market ”, he 
says. 
 
Fetag-RS is one of the entities that defend the restriction on 
imports. “We ask for protection for the national market, even 
more after the anti-dumping rate fell and it was easy to import 
milk. We are asking to establish limits on imports ”, said Eugênio 
Zanetti, vice president of the entity. He recognizes the difficulty in 
convincing the government to take action in this direction. “The 
idea is that producers are more competitive, but how are we going 
to be competitive if we don’t have incentives?”. 
 
The Brazilian Association of Milk Producers (ABRALEITE) defends 
the taxation of imported dairy products, as is the case with 
Brazilian sugar when it is sold to Mercosur countries. 
 
In January this year, imports of dairy products approached 18,000 
tons, 26% lower than that of December 2020, when purchases 
reached 22,600 tons. In comparison with the first month of last 
year, however, the volume increased by 64%. In January 2020, 
Brazil imported about 11,000 tons. In the total for the year, 
imports reached 174,000 tons, according to data from Agrostat, 
from the Ministry of Agriculture. 
 
The chart below shows Brazilian dairy imports since 2017: 
Brazilian Dairy Imports (Chap. 04) | Jan 2017 to Dec 2020 | TEU 

 

According to ABIA (the Brazilian food industry association), 
shipments from the Brazilian food and beverage industry to 
Arab countries fell by 8.7% in 2020 compared to 2019. The 
bloc moved shipments valued at US$ 6.19 billion last year. 
But despite the drop, Arabs continue to be the second-ranked 
destination for Brazilian food, after Asia. 
 
Among the nations that buy more from Brazil, Saudi Arabia and 
the United Arab Emirates appear in the ranking in the 6th and 8th 
positions. “There is an important focus on Asia and the Arab 
countries. We have partnered with them for decades and they 
have very profitable and complementary economies; we still see a 
lot of opportunities there,” said Grazielle Parenti, President of the 
Abia Board of Directors. 
 
Brazil is the second-largest exporter of processed foods in the 
world. The highlight for the increase in sales abroad was the 
sharp devaluation of the Brazilian real. The demand for food 
imports in Asia, mainly from China, was also a factor. China led 
purchases of Brazilian food products, at US$ 8.2 billion.  Hong 
Kong purchased US$ 1.9 billion of food products, and the 
Netherlands, US$ 1.7 billion. 
 
The Brazilian Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Food 
Supply (MAPA) has announced that as of March 1, new 
requirements related to genetically modified organisms will 
come into effect on exports of 24 plant products to India.  The 
rules were established by the country through the FSSAI 
(India’s food safety and standards authority). 
 
“The export of these products must be accompanied by an official 
certificate, according to a model established by the Indian 
authority, which must be issued by MAPA at the point of exit of 
the goods”, explains the director of the Department of Plant 
Health and Agricultural Inputs, Carlos Goulart. 
 
All of these plant products, regardless of the degree of processing 
and the proposed use, must receive the referred non-GMO 
certification. Exporters must request the issuance of the 
certificate at the International Agricultural Surveillance unit 
(VIGIAGRO) for the goods to be shipped. 
 
For the products that are already authorized for GMO cultivation 
in Brazil – beans (Phaseolus vulgaris), corn, soybeans, and sugar 
cane – the laboratory analysis report to be presented is to be 
issued by a laboratory accredited by MAPA, attesting the absence 
of GMO in the product that is exported. 
Vegetable products subject to compliance with the requirement 
are indicated in the list below: 
Product / Scientific name 
1 Pineapple /  Ananas cosmosus 
2 Pumpkin / Curcubita pepo 
3 Alfalfa /  Medicago sativa 
4 Plum / Prunus domestica L. 
5 Rice / Oryza sativa 
6 Potato / Solanum tuberosum 
7 Sugar beet / Beta vulgaris 
8 Sugar cane / Saccharum sp 
9 Safflower / Carthamus Tinctorius 
10 Apple / Malus domestica 
11 Canola / Brassica napus 
12 Beans / Phaseolus vulgaris 
13 Chicory / Cichorium intybus 
14 Cowpea beans / Vigna unguiculata 
15 Eggplant / Solanum melongen 
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16 Linseed / Linum usitatissimum L. 
17 Corn / Zea mays 
18 Melon / Cucumis melo 
19 Papaya / Carica papaya 
20 Turnip / Brassica rapo 
21 Peppers / Capsicum annuum 
22 Soy / Glycine max 
23 Tomato / Lycopersicon esculentum 
24 Wheat / Triticum aestivum 
 
Brazil will reduce the import tariff on bicycles from 35% to 
30% as of March. The tariff will then decrease to 25% in July 
and to 20% in December. The measure was published in the 
Federal Register on February 18. 
 
With the decision by CAMEX (the executive management 
committee of the foreign trade chamber), the tax will return to the 
20% level provided for in the Mercosur Common External Tariff 
(TEC). Brazil had included bicycles on TEC’s list of exceptions in 
2011 when it raised the tariff to 35% to benefit domestic 
production. 
 
According to ABRACICLO (Brazilian association of manufacturers 
of motorcycles, mopeds, scooters, bicycles, and similar products), 
Brazil continues production of bicycles at the Manaus industrial 
pole but more bicycles are imported than are exported. The hub 
manufactured 56,981 units in January, an increase of 44.6% 
compared to December and 1% compared to the same month of 
2020. 
 
See below the volume of bicycles imported by Brazil since 2017: 

 
 
Economy 
 
In 2020, exports of grains, oilseeds, and cereals and their 
derivatives constituted more than 40% of Paraguay’s total 
exports, of which 33% correspond to soy and its derivatives. 
 
Exports of sesame doubled, and beef and rice exports reached the 
highest levels in recent years, according to the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Livestock of Paraguay. 
 
The soybean export volume in 2020 increased 35%, to 6,618,592 
tons. According to data from the Directorate of Censuses, Surveys, 
and Agricultural Statistics of the Paraguayan Ministry of 
Agriculture, soybean production in the country during the 
2019/2020 harvest reached 11 million tons, exceeding the 
previous harvest by 2.5 million tons. Of the total amount 
produced by the country, approximately 50% is processed for the 
domestic market and the rest is exported. 
 

The sesame export volume in 2020 increased 105%, representing 
42,067 tons. Compared to 2019, the beef export volume increased 
10% to 272,058,626 kilos. And compared to 2019, the rice export 
volume in 2020 increased 22% to 902,757,015 kilos 
 
According to data from the National Service for Health and Seed 
Quality (SENAVE), the chia export volume in 2020 reached 26,000 
tons, which met about 50% of world demand. It was double the 
amount produced and exported by the country in 2018. 
 
The Executive Management Committee (Gecex), a collegiate 
nucleus of the Foreign Trade Chamber (Camex), approved a 
reduction in import tariffs on an additional 25 products. The 
amendments to the Import Tax cover items listed in four 
resolutions published in the Federal Official Gazette on 
February 23. 
 
The measures allow for tax exemptions on goods that are not 
produced in Mercosur, guarantee the normal and fluid supply of 
goods in the bloc, facilitate the handling of the Covid-19 pandemic, 
as well as improve the measurement of trade by creating further 
specific codes for the Common Mercosur Nomenclature (NCM). 
 
Resolution No. 165 reduces the Common External Tariff (TEC) 
definitively for products classified in 11 NCM codes, all to the 
minimum level of 0% or 2% of TEC. The cuts include medicines, 
chemical preparations for photographic use, discs for coinage, 
nickel-titanium-based wires, aluminum foils, vacuum switches, 
camera lenses, and gas masks. 
 
Resolution No. 161 establishes 11 temporary tariff reductions for 
reasons of shortages for chemicals, writing or drawing inks, 
activated carbon, urethane laminates, and polyethylene 
terephthalate, as well as high tenacity polyester yarns and fibers 
of carbon. In these cases, the products had tariff reductions in the 
import tax to 0%, for up to 365 days, according to quotas and 
deadlines established in the resolution. 
 
Resolution 162 lowers the import tax to 0% for three new 
pharmaceutical ingredients for the manufacture of medicines 
used in hospitalizations – cisatracurium besylate, 
methotrimeprazine maleate, and rocuronium bromide. With these 
inputs, the list of temporary tariff reductions aimed at facing 
Covid-19, covered by Gecex Resolution No. 17/2020, now includes 
564 products. 
 
Finally, Camex Resolution 164 converts 17 NCM codes, without 
TEC amendment, into 45 codes, in order to meet Brazil’s 
international commitments arising from the Minamata 
Convention on Mercury and the Stockholm Convention on 
Persistent Organic Pollutants. The resolution seeks to improve the 
measurement of trade in these goods through the creation of 
specific NCM codes. 
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