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Main news 
 
On Saturday, December 14, Argentina raised tax on 
agricultural exports to boost government revenues before 
efforts to restructure its US$100bn debt in bonds and loans. 
 
According to Reuters, the agricultural sector was expecting an 
increase in tax on exports of products such as soybeans, corn, and 
wheat. “Given the serious situation facing public finances, urgent 
fiscal measures are needed to address at least partially the budget 
disbursements with genuine resources,” said the decree 
establishing the tax changes. 
 
The decree also established that the tax of 4 pesos per dollar 
exported from wheat and corn is no longer in effect and left the 
maximum 12% tax rate for grain and oilseed that had been set by 
former President Mauricio Macri in September 2018. 
 
With this change, this 12% adds to the fixed rate of 18% that soy 
and its derivatives already pay, and amounts this tax to 30%. 
Meat, dairy products, fish, wheat flour, rice, and other foods now 
pay a 9% tax rate. 
 
Ports, terminals and infrastructure 
 
According to the Ministry of Infrastructure, various actions 
are planned for 2020, such as 44 auctions in the four modes 
of transport: road, rail, water, and air. In addition, more than 
50 public works are expected to be delivered. 
 
Important assets will be passed on to private enterprise. There 
will be seven highways, two railroads, nine port terminals, and 22 
airports, as well as the early renewal of four rail freight 
concessionaires. The expectation of next year’s auctions is to 
reach the goal of R$101bn in investments. 
 
BR-163/230/MT/PA, for example, will have its 970 km stretch 
between Sinop/MT and Miritituba/PA auctioned. The highway is a 
focal point on the harvesting route of the grain harvest, especially 
in the state of Mato Grosso to the ports of Arco-Norte, and was 
paved by the National Department of Transport Infrastructure 
this year. 
 
In the railway sector, the government will auction the 537-km 
stretch of FIOL (West-East Integration Railway), between 
Ilhéus/BA and Caetité/BA. Another important railway in the 
ministry’s project portfolio is Ferrogrão, in the 1,142-km stretch 
between Lucas do Rio Verde/MT, Sinop/MT, and Miritituba/PA. 
Once completed, the railway will lessen the large volume of trucks 
traveling along the BR-163, shifting the destination of freight from 
the highway to the railroad. 
 
In addition to the Fortaleza Passenger Terminal, the port sector 
will also have eight other terminals granted in Paranaguá/PR, 
Itaqui/MA, Santos/SP, and Salvador/BA. 
 
Finally, the airline industry also has a robust portfolio of projects 
to be auctioned by 2020. In total, 22 airports will be granted 
during the 6th round, including capital terminals such as 
Curitiba/PR, Manaus/AM, and Goiânia/GO. For this auction, the 
forecast is R$5bn in investments. 
 
Major works - Regarding public works, the government expects 
to open the equivalent of one work per week nationwide. The 
volume of projects is extensive, especially in the road sector. One 

of the highlights is the duplication of sections of BR-381/MG, in 
the municipalities of Antônio Dias/MG and Caeté/MG. Another 
expected project is the dredging of the Port of Rio Grande/RS, 
which will remove about 16m cubic meters of sediment deposited 
along the 30 km of the port access channel. In the air sector, the 
government expects, among other works, to expand Fortaleza/CE 
airport and make improvements to the terminals of Foz do 
Iguaçu/PR and Navegantes/SC. 
 
The Port of Itaqui received the ship Saligna in its maiden 
voyage. Flagged from the Marshall Islands, the vessel was 
launched from the shipyard on October 31 and had a 
stopover at the public port in Maranhão on December 10 for 
a shipment operation of more than 50,000 tons of pulp. 
 
Saligna is part of the fleet of South Korean shipping company Pan 
Ocean, represented by the Wilson Sons agency, and capable of 
transporting more than 62,000 tons of cargo (deadweight 
tonnage). The vessel docked at berth 100 of Itaqui at around 2am 
and began loading pulp at dawn, according to data from the port’s 
Operational Control Center. 
 
The arrival of the freighter was celebrated by the Port of Itaqui. 
The operations manager of the Maranhense Port Administration 
Company (EMAP), Adauto Serpa, welcomed the Saligna crew and 
handed a commemorative plaque to Commander Shim Sang Ho. 
 
“This is not only Saligna’s first trip, but also my first trip to Itaqui. 
Despite tides ranging up to seven meters and strong currents, 
here we have a good depth, favorable weather conditions, and we 
had a great reception,” said the commander. 
 
The cargo shipped was produced by Suzano Celulose S.A. The 
company has a contract with Pan Ocean to transport its pulp from 
Brazil to ports in Europe, Asia, and North America. “Suzano and 
Pan Ocean are growing, we are managing to operate well and have 
significant improvements in productivity,” said Suzano senior 
analyst Mardomi Gama. 
 
From January to November this year, more than one million tons 
of pulp were handled by Itaqui. And the volume should increase 
with the construction of the terminal (in progress), which will 
have a warehouse for 1.5m tons, a railway diversion, and a new 
maritime access (berth 99 of Itaqui). These works are part of the 
investments of R$214.87m, which will be invested by Suzano in 
the public port of Maranhão. 
 
After obtaining the necessary approvals from the Brazilian 
regulatory authorities, the global port operator International 
Container Terminal Services Inc. (ICTSI) took control of 
Container Terminal 1 (T1) in Rio de Janeiro. 
 
The port facilities were transferred to ICTSI on December 12. In 
July, ICTSI signed a contract with Boreal Empreendimentos e 
Participações SA for US$179.80m to acquire 100% of Libra 
Terminal Rio SA, which holds the concession rights to develop and 
manage T1. 
 
Last year, the T1Rio performed at 135,000 TEUs. The port facility 
has a capacity of over 530,000 TEUs that can be further expanded. 
 
The port has state-of-the-art equipment, including five STS gantry 
cranes and a wide range of other vehicles, including over 16 RTG 
gantry cranes. 
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The transaction will expand ICTSI’s presence in the Brazilian 
container terminal market and should generate returns for its 
shareholders. It is worth noting that Boreal is a Brazilian 
subsidiary wholly owned by the private group Libra, which is in 
the process of judicial recovery. 
 
The following DataLiner chart shows container imports and 
exports from Libra Terminais Rio from January 2015 to October 
2019: 
 

 
 
While the Brazilian economy is beginning to show small signs 
that it may begin to recover, the transport sector does not 
provide figures that point to an optimistic scenario. From 
January to September 2019, GDP (Gross Domestic Product) of 
transportation fell 0.1% while Brazil’s GDP rose 1.0%. In the 
same period, land and air modes performed negatively compared 
to the same period of the previous year. Only the waterway 
registered a growth of 2.3% on the same basis of comparison. 
 
This is what the new edition of the Transport in Numbers study 
reveals, launched this Thursday (12/13) by the National 
Transportation Confederation (NTC). The publication 
consolidates information on the Brazilian macroeconomic 
scenario and the performance of the transportation sector. It also 
shows the panorama in relation to the economy in 2019, the 
effects for transportation and how the sector has been facing 
difficulties, as well as analyzes referring to previous years. 
 
The road segment still suffers from the weak demand for goods 
and services, which has persisted in Brazil for almost three years. 
An indication of this stagnation is the flow of vehicles on Brazil’s 
toll roads, which, despite growing from January to October this 
year, did not perform well enough to replace the losses of the 
recession and return the flow to the pre-recession level, in 2014. 
The volume of light vehicles grew by 3.8% and heavy vehicles by 
4.5%, compared to the same period of the previous year. 
 
In addition, ANTT (National Land Transport Agency) data show 
that, from January to October 2019, total Brazilian rail production 
fell by 11.8% in transported useful tons compared to the same 
period of 2018. NTC evaluates that the railway modal was 
possibly influenced by the deactivation of Vale dams after the dam 
rupture in Brumadinho (MG), and by structural problems with 
other dams in the country. 
 
“Transport is a crucial thermometer of the economy. After all, we 
transport what is produced in the country. And while the 
economy shows signs of a slight recovery, the industry is still 
feeling the effects of the economic downturn, as demand for 
services of transportation remains low in the country,” comments 
NTC President Vander Costa. 
 
Some numbers of the water transport of cargo: 

– Long-haul navigation: 585.09m tons transported from January 
to September 2019, down 4.0% compared to the same period last 
year. 
– Cabotage: 122.67m tons transported, 1.4% increase 
– Inland navigation: 80.18m tons, up 3.3%. Cabotage 
transportation of general cargo and container freight grew by 
13.7% and 18.3% respectively 
 
The year 2019 is not over yet, but it is already marked as the 
best operating year in the history of Port of Imbituba. In 
November, the southern port of Santa Catarina exceeded the 
5.2m tons handled in 2018, previous annual record. The 
increase in grain handling, the attractiveness of new cargo, and 
the good performance of container cabotage are some of the 
factors that contributed to this result. The expectation of SCPar 
Port of Imbituba, Port Authority, is that the port closes December 
with about 5.7m tons in the year, registering a growth of 
approximately 9% compared to 2018. 
 
Imports led the way, with 47.4% of the total. Exports accounted 
for 37.8% and cabotage 14.8% of all cargo that passed through 
the Port of Imbituba from January to November 2019. In March, 
the public port achieved its highest monthly operating 
performance, with 592,000 tons handled in the period. 
 
As the operation hit a record high, the number of ships at berth 
declined by 16% from January to November, compared to the 
previous year. The relationship is explained by the receipt of ships 
with greater cargo capacity, motivated by the ease of maritime 
access to the port. Besides being situated in an open cove, the Port 
of Imbituba has deep water conditions that make it one of the best 
navigable conditions in the country. 
 
Petroleum coke (19.4%), corn (17%), containers (14.7%), and 
soybean (11.5%) cargoes were the products with the highest 
volume of handling at the port. During the year, imports of salt 
(9.5%), urea (8.4%), and bituminous coal (4.8%), and exports of 
logs (3.2%) also stood out. The percentages refer to the total 
cargo handled from January to November 2019. In addition, some 
cargoes started operated again, such as malt and iron ore. 
 
The CEO of SCPar Port of Imbituba, state owned company that 
manages the port, believes that this growth reflects the joint 
efforts of the Imbituba port community. “I would like to 
congratulate our tenants, operators, agencies, workers, 
intervening agencies, career servants, in short, all this complex 
and interconnected chain of actors who have been working daily 
to develop the Port of Imbituba and region, all those who 
contributed so that this end of the year we celebrate another 
mark in history,” emphasizes Ziegler. 
 
With the shipment of the ship M/V ASL Venus, on 12/11, the 
Maranhão Grain Terminal hit 7m tons of grain (soybean, 
corn, and soybean meal) handled. In the accumulated since 
January, there were 108 ships operated, a mark that surpasses the 
total of 99 ships operated in 2018, when the terminal handled 
6.3m tons of grain. 
 
“This result demonstrates the efficiency of the development 
project that the Maranhão Grain Terminal represents for our state 
through the Port of Itaqui. A partnership that generates jobs and 
income along an extensive production chain, consolidating the 
role of the public port,” says the president of the Port of Itaqui, 
Ted Lago. 
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The Tegram Consortium is formed by the companies Terminal 
Corredor Norte S.A., Glencore Serviços, Corredor Logística 
Infraestrutura S.A., and ALZ Terminais Portuários S.A. For the 
Tegram-Itaqui Consortium Operations Manager, Randal Luciano, 
to reach and exceed 7m tons of grain handled is a milestone that 
“consolidates Tegram as one of Brazil’s highest performing 
terminals, as well as the Northern Corridor of Brazil as a structure 
prepared to absorb the demand and the growing volume of 
Brazilian agribusiness, with the Port of Itaqui being an extremely 
viable solution for the country’s logistics.” 
 
In addition to the record, 2019 also marks the advance in the 
expansion of Tegram. “We have started and are already making 
great strides with the implementation of the second phase, which 
will allow the duplication of the reception lines in the rail modal 
and also the shipping expedition lines, which will allow the 
boarding of two ships simultaneously in two different berths,” 
said Randal. He highlighted the commitment of the employees of 
all teams, both from the Tegram-Itaqui Consortium and Tegram 
Operações Portuárias S.A., as well as the management and teams 
of the four terminals of the consortium companies and the 
performance and support of the Port Authority Company 
Maranhense Port Administration (Emap) “for believing and 
working as facilitators in this process of advancement and growth 
of Tegram.” 
 
Maranhão, through Tegram and the Port of Itaqui, now meets the 
necessary conditions for the consolidation of productive chains 
linked to agribusiness, as is already the case in the Midwest. Thus, 
it plays an important role in the flow of grain production in Brazil, 
which grows each year to meet international demand. With a 
static storage capacity of 500,000 tons, comprising of four 
warehouses for 125,000 tons each, Tegram includes 
infrastructure for grain reception in the road and rail modes, as 
well as a conveyor belt system that takes the grain directly to the 
ships. 
 
The operations at the Grain Terminal of the Port of Itaqui are 
carried out at berth 103 and starting in 2020, in the 2nd phase, it 
will also use berth 100. At the end of the expansion works, the 
terminal will have a final capacity to handle 14m tons/year. 
 
Itaqui is the third largest Brazilian port in soybean flow, behind 
only Paranaguá and Santos. This position demonstrates the 
importance of the public port of Maranhão for the development of 
the state and its entire area of influence, which includes the states 
of Tocantins, Piauí, Bahia, part of Mato Grosso, Goiás, and Distrito 
Federal. 
 
The Manaus Industry recorded a significant result of 6.1% 
growth in October compared to the same period of 2018. In 
the last 12 months it accounted for the increase of 2.3%, 
according to the release made this week by the Brazilian 
Institute of Geography and Statistics (IBGE). The state of 
Amazonas had the third biggest advance (6.1%) in the period, 
behind Goiás (11.2%) and Paraná (9.4%). The data are from the 
Monthly Industrial Survey – Regional Physical Production, 
released by the Institute on Tuesday (10). 
 
According to data from the State Department of Finance, these 
industries are responsible for 80% of economic activities in the 
region. 
 
Cargo flow – In 2018, only the Manaus Industry handled 673,775 
containers on the banks of the Rio Negro. Until the first semester, 

320,000 TEUs were processed. In this logistics environment, 
companies are awaiting the decision of the National Secretariat of 
Ports and Waterways Transportation (SNPTA), linked to the 
Ministry of Infrastructure, to authorize the signing of an 
Addendum Contract to expand the floating pier, among other 
works, of the company Super Terminals, a local operator. 
 
After these improvements, the industry will gain from product 
flow and input, in a process that has been dragging on since 2014. 
“It is noted that this delay in signing the Contract Addendum may 
even affect the operations of the industries and certainly increase 
their costs with the lack of competition,” warns Marcello Di 
Gregório, director of Aurora da Amazônia. 
 
The Ministry of Infrastructure itself has already publicly stated 
that “the work will expand the offer of port services in the North 
Region”, besides promising speed, “because eventual delays result 
in uncertainties that may compromise investments”. However, to 
date, even after ANTAQ’s authorization, the contract has not yet 
been authorized. 
 
The Authorities of the General Port Administration of 
Argentina have published the Buenos Aires Port 
Infrastructure Master Plan on their website, which details the 
development of the modernization project for Argentina’s 
only federal port. It describes the long-term strategic vision and 
the details of each of its stages of execution. 
 
This study, which was prepared in collaboration with the Port of 
Valencia Foundation, includes the results of national and 
international consultancies, reviews the background of this 
project, and its feasibility of application. It also emphasizes the 
new logistical trends, the paradigm shift, and the role that ports 
must play in driving foreign trade and the development around it. 
 
The Buenos Aires Port Master Plan includes works that will be 
carried out with a total public and private investment of 
US$1.91bn, with a flexible design, able to adapt to the needs of the 
next 50 years in a more competitive manner, meeting the 
environmental and quality standards with balance, generating 
new spaces for the whole society. It was developed by the General 
Administration of Ports and was elaborated with the collaboration 
of the national and international port community. 
 
“The master plan is the result of the work done by the entire 
Buenos Aires Port team to modernize Argentina’s only federal 
port to boost foreign trade in our country, increase 
competitiveness and generate new markets for Argentine 
production. We support this project and consulted the entire 
national and international port community to learn about their 
needs and experiences. During these 4 years, we are moving 
forward in response to a historic debt like never before, a work 
that will last forever and this will benefit millions of Argentines.” 
Says Gonzalo Mórtola, authority of the Port of Buenos Aires. 
 
On December 5th, the largest ship ever operated by a fuel 
distribution company in Brazil docked in the Port of Itaqui. 
The 243-meter-long Pacific Rawan unloads 103,000 cubic 
meters of diesel from BR Distribuidora, about a quarter of the 
port’s storage capacity. This is the largest volume of liquid bulk 
handled in the country in a single landing. 
 
The ship has left the port of Rotterdam in the Netherlands and the 
cargo will be distributed to the company’s partner bases in Itaqui 
(Tequimar, Granel 2, Pool IPP/BR, and Transpetro). All this fuel 
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that enters the Port of Itaqui supplies not only Maranhão, but also 
Piauí and the states of the Center-North of the country (Tocantins, 
southern Pará, part of Goiás, and Mato Grosso). 
 
Alongside grains, petroleum products are one of the cargoes that 
have contributed most to the positive results in the operations of 
the public port of Maranhão this year. From January to November, 
23.5m tons of cargo were handled by the Port of Itaqui, a volume 
14.5% higher than the one registered in the same period of 2018. 
There were 7.4m tons just in liquid bulk (oil products), a 23% 
increase over the same period last year. 
 
These results are due to the resumption of cargo handling in the 
fuel warehouse associated with the productivity of this operation 
in Itaqui, in addition to the startup of Berth 108 in 2018. And the 
forecast is that the movement of this cargo will continue to grow 
in the coming years. 
 
Guaranteed Infrastructure - The construction of an additional 
fuel tanker is currently being completed, which will increase the 
current storage capacity in Itaqui by at least 48,000 cubic meters. 
The investment is of R$170m from Tequimar/Ultracargo. 
 
In addition, private investments of R$478.1m are planned for new 
liquid bulk terminals. The lease was authorized this year by the 
Federal Government’s Partnership and Investment Program (PPI) 
Council, based on the Technical, Economic, and Environmental 
Feasibility Studies (EVTEA) presented by EMAP (Maranhense 
Port Administration Company, manager of the public port of 
Maranhão). 
 
The Santos Port Authority (SPA), Codesp’s new name, 
obtained an update of the operational drafts of berths 
impacted by the recent reduction of quotas and the 
consequent draft for docking at the Santos Port from the 
Santos Maritime Authority and the Santos Practice. Of the five 
berths that had quotas reduced, two of them, that operate in bulk 
liquids, one on Barnabé Island and one in Alemoa, had the recent 
reduction attenuated, on conditioned of LOA (Length Overall). 
 
The draft revision, generating a gain of up to 70 centimeters over 
the recent reduction, was obtained after the SPA promoted a 
detailed assessment of the quotas in the respective berths, 
concluding that, in certain mooring configurations, the vessels can 
safely dock according to their length, taking advantage of the 
deepest areas in the berth bed. The reduction is determined by 
the shallower points along the berth. However, vessels with 
shorter length can be placed between the bollards that indicate 
larger depth quotas, optimizing its occupation. 
 
Based on this analysis, the SPA evaluated with the Navy and the 
Practice the possibility of revising the limitation, promoting a 
better use of these berths, without compromising safety. 
 
Thus, the Special Liquid Bulk Mooring Regime was established for 
the Alemoa IV and Bocaina-Barnabé Island berths, representing a 
significant expansion in the supply of services to these cargoes. 
 
In the Alemoa IV berth, the 70 cm reduction has been eliminated 
for vessels up to 150 meters, which represent 30% of moorings in 
the berth. The reduction of 70 cm becomes 40 cm for ships 
between 150 m and 160 m. For vessels with larger extensions, the 
reduction of 70 cm remains. 
 

In the Bocaina cradle, of Barnabé Island, the boats, as long as they 
are docking on the starboard side, that is, with the right side 
facing the quay, keep the prow, which is narrower, located in the 
lower depth, increasing the use in the stretches with less 
aggradation. Thus, ships up to 150 meters that use bollards 437 to 
444, have the reduction of 90 cm revised to 30 cm (about 30% of 
the ships that dock in this berth). Ships up to 190 meters, 
obligatorily using bollards 437 to 446, had the reduction from 90 
cm revised to 60 cm. 
 
The year is not even over yet and the volume of corn 
exported by the Port of Paranaguá already exceeds the 
records of the last five years. In 2019, from January to 
November, exports have gone over 5.49m tons of grain. That 
represents more than six times the corn shipped last year (about 
911,300 tons), at an increase of 503%. 
 
“This is the largest volume of corn ever exported by the Ports of 
Paraná. If we take the statistics of the last five years, the 
movement of the product, the average is around three million 
tons,” says the president of the Public Company Portos do Paraná, 
Luiz Fernando Garcia. According to him, the performance in crops 
in Brazil and in countries such as the United States (also a 
commodity exporter), crop yields, prices, dollar value, and market 
demand influence the movement of terminals in Paraná. However, 
the rules, management, and commitment of the port authority to 
work closely with operators and customers also contribute to this 
performance. 
 
“Our rules are clear, transparent and well defined. The 
management of the systems that help us organize this movement 
from the arrival of trucks and wagons, the unloading at the 
terminals to the ship’s embarkation also ensures agility and 
efficiency. Higher productivity is the result of this work,” points 
out Garcia. 
 
The systems referred to by the president are AppaWeb – 
specifically the Line-up module, which assists in the scheduling of 
ships – and Cargo Online, which assists in the logistics of receiving 
cargo. The systems work in an integrated manner. 
 
“We only call the truck or wagon to unload the grain and bran for 
export once a ship is already scheduled and released to receive 
the cargo. The cycle is orderly. In addition to avoiding the lines, it 
ensures the turnover and quality of the products shipped, as they 
do not spend too much time in stock,” he explains. 
 
Corn exports by Port of Paranaguá from January to November this 
year reached the terminals in 90,827 trucks and 31,797 wagons in 
the proportion of 63.4% by road and 36.6% by rail. About 90% of 
maize unloaded in the Port of Paraná comes from the state. The 
rest comes from Mato Grosso do Sul, Goiás, Mato Grosso, São 
Paulo, and Espírito Santo. 
 
Maringá, in the north of the state, is the main city of origin of the 
grain in Paraná. The corn that came from there arrived mainly by 
wagon. More than 1.19m tons arrived by rail in 20,059 wagons. 
There were just over 176,500 tons by highways in 4,840 trucks. 
 
In the Port of Paranaguá, maize was exported by five berths: in 
addition to the three on the Export Corridor (berths 212, 213, and 
214), corn also filled the hold of ships in berths west of the quay: 
201 and 204. 
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More than 92% of the volume of corn exported by Paranaguá 
from January to November came from the Export Corridor. 
 
In total Solid Bulk Exports, there were more than 20.8m tons of 
products exported by the Ports of Paraná from January to 
November 2019. The volume is 1% higher than the 20.55m tons 
exported in 2018, in the same period. 
 
In addition to corn exports in Port of Paranaguá, this segment 
includes soybean (10.5m tons exported in 2019), soybean meal 
(4.79m tons), and a small volume of wheat (16,000 tons). Added 
to the volume of soybean meal exported by the Ports of Paraná, 
are the almost 42,900 tons of non-GM soybean meal exported by 
the Port of Antonina. 
 
The volume of sugar exported in bulk by the Port of Paranaguá is 
not added to this total. More than 2.43m tons of the product were 
exported from January to November in 2019. 
 
Volume of corn exported in the last 5 years 
2019 (until November) – 5.49m 
2018 – 1.1m 
2017 – 3.5m 
2016 – 2.5m 
2015 – 4.1m 
2014 – 4.2m 
 
Shipping 
 
The Port of Itajaí (SC) won the ANTAQ Award in the “Highest 
Environmental Performance Index 2018 Public Ports” 
category. In second place was the Port of Paranaguá (PR), 
while the Port of Itaqui (MA) got third place. In the category of 
“Highest Environmental Performance Index 2018 TUPs”, the big 
winner was the Ponta da Madeira Maritime Terminal (MA), with 
the Portonave TUP of Navegantes (SC) in second place and Guaíba 
Island Terminal (TIG) in third. The ANTAQ Award ceremony took 
place this Wednesday (12/11), at the Agency’s headquarters in 
Brasilia. 
 
To the superintendent of the Port of Itajaí, Marcelo Salles, “this 
award is part of the recovery of the port”. Salles stressed that the 
port is concerned with environmental control and the port/city 
relationship. The superintendent said that the Port of Itajaí 
conducts several environmental programs, including the Green 
Initiative and Together for Rio. “We also carry out environmental 
actions in schools and with employees of companies near the 
port,” he said. 
 
According to Operations Manager of Ponta da Madeira Maritime 
Terminal, José Valentim, “the terminal is growing and we are 
following the Environmental Performance Index primer. We want 
to stay first in the next awards.” 
 
In the category of “Highest Annual Evolution 2018 of the 
Environmental Performance Index Public Ports”, the first place 
was given to the Port of Ilhéus (BA). In second and third positions 
were the Port of Santana (AP) and the Port of Aratu (BA), 
respectively. In the “Highest Annual Evolution 2018 of the TUPs 
Environmental Performance Index” category, Guaíba Island 
Terminal came first, followed by Aivel/Raízen Terminal (RO) and 
Itapoá Port (SC). 
 
The Environmental Performance Index (EPI), implemented in 
2012 through Resolution No. 2,650/2012, is a number that 

measures the degree of compliance with environmental standards 
by public and private ports in Brazil. An industry benchmark, EPI 
is composed of 38 indicators related to legal compliance in force 
in the country and good practices in environmental management, 
health, and safety of operations. 
 
Among the indicators that are evaluated by EPI are the status of 
the environmental license and the existence of operating license, 
quantity, and quality of technicians in the environmental nucleus, 
risk prevention, environmental audit, ship waste removal action, 
consumption and efficiency of energy use, fauna and flora 
monitoring, and health contingency plans. The EPI results have 
helped to guide sectoral policies, as well as identify successful 
management measures to be shared among port facilities, and 
have based academic and technical studies. 
 
General cargo handling through the ports of Paranaguá and 
Antonina increased by 7%. There were about 10.34m tons 
imported and exported from January to November this year. 
About 9.66m tons were exported and imported in the same period 
in 2018. The increase in this segment is mainly driven by 
containers and vehicles. In the eleven months of the year, there 
were 794,643 containers units handled (TEUs); 398,648 import 
and 395,995 export. The number is 12% higher than the one in 
2018 for both imports and exports. Last year, there were 707,453 
units. 
 
The number of vehicles handled by the Port of Paranaguá, from 
January to November, increased by 7%. There were 124,723 
vehicles this year, while last year there were 116,899. Considering 
only November, almost four times more cars were exported than 
imported. In the month, there were 12,443 vehicles for export and 
3,745 for imports. 
 
Other products – In addition to containers and vehicles, the 
products in the general cargo segment that had the most 
movement in the period in the ports of Paraná are pulp, sugar 
(bagged), and items and parts used in the industry and other 
areas. The bagged sugar is exported by both the Port of Paranaguá 
and by Antonina. In Antonina, the movement of the product also 
presents a high of 7%. This year, from January to November, 
almost 49,000 tons were exported. In 2018, there were 45,500 
tons. 
 
Segments – Paraná’s terminals operate in three segments: general 
cargo, liquid bulk (mainly vegetable oil, petroleum derivatives, 
methanol, and alcohol) and solid bulk (mainly salt, fertilizers, 
wheat, malt, and barley in imports; and soybean, corn, bran, and 
sugar in export). To date, Paraná’s ports have handled more than 
49.18m tons. The volume is 0.6% higher than in the period in 
2018, which was 48.88m. 
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Ocean Network Express (ONE) has joined the New York 
Shipping Exchange (NYSHEX), expanding its range of digital 
products and services. 
 
Through collaboration, customers are offered an additional 
platform for hiring ONE where the agreed terms are mutually 
applicable. 
 
According to the company, the equipment, space, and pricing 
offered by ONE through NYSHEX will benefit its customers in 
planning their supply chain and blocking their transportation 
costs early. Committed customer load as contracted allows ONE to 
optimize their network and more accurately plan their ships, 
which in turn provide more economical and reliable services. 
 
ONE will launch selective offers for Transpacific Eastbound’s 
trade on NYSHEX starting mid-December 2019 for January 
departures. 
 
The National Secretariat of Ports and Waterways Transport 
held, in Brasilia, the first meeting for the implementation of 
the “Port Community Systems” project, which is supported by 
the Prosperity Fund, a cooperation fund of the British 
Government. The new system is expected to increase the 
productivity of national ports, reduce the time of moored vessels, 
and reduce expenses for importers and users of Brazilian 
terminals. Datamar is one of the companies that collaborate with 
the project. 
 
The project will identify the needs of communities in the ports of 
Santos (SP), Rio de Janeiro (RJ), Suape (PE), and Paranaguá (PR). 
The idea is to map the processes and opportunities for system 
improvements and coordination among companies that develop 
activities or use the services provided by the port authorities. “We 
will hold seminars in each port community detailing how the 
platform deployment process, which is still under development, 
will be. It will be a fully integrated system,” emphasized the 
National Secretary of Ports and Waterways, Diogo Piloni. 
 
He explained that the event was an important step to create 
mechanisms to optimize processes, reduce bureaucracy in cargo 
handling, and boost the Brazilian foreign trade. “This initiative is a 
great opportunity for Brazilian ports. We need actions and tools 
that aim to improve logistics processes, as well as increase the 
efficiency and competitiveness of the sector,” he said. 
 
Prosperity Fund - To implement the project, the Prosperity Fund 
hired a consortium of companies led by Palladium UK, with the 
participation of the Alliance Procomex, EY Brasil, and USP 
(University of São Paulo), which is responsible for conducting the 
workshop. The event was also supported by the Secretariat itself, 
the port authorities, and the managers of the Single Portal Foreign 
Trade program (IRS and SECEX). The Prosperity Fund is funded 
by the British Ministry of Foreign Affairs and provides 
development assistance to countries on the OECD (Organization 
for Economic Cooperation and Development) Development 
Assistance Committee listing. 
 
On 12/11, in Brasilia, the National Agency for Water 
Transport (ANTAQ) held a public hearing on the proposal for 
amendment of Normative Resolution No. 18/2017-ANTAQ, 
which provides for the rights and duties of users, 
intermediary agents, and companies operating in maritime 
support, port support, cabotage, and long haul. 
 

The meeting is part of the public consultation on the subject, 
which is ongoing on the Agency portal. Contributions to the 
proposed standard may be sent to ANTAQ until 11:59 pm on 
01/02/2020, exclusively through and in the form of the electronic 
form available at http://portal.antaq.gov.br. Contributions sent 
elsewhere are not accepted. 
 
Open at 3 pm, the public hearing No. 14/2019 was chaired by 
ANTAQ’s Maritime Navigation Regulation manager, Sérgio 
Oliveira, and the general secretary of the Agency, Joelma Barbosa. 
The work table was also composed by the directors of the Agency, 
Mário Povia (general director) and Adalberto Tokarski, and 
federal attorney Flávia Tavares. 
 
On the society’s side, the debate was attended by representatives 
of Centronave, Alliance Navigation Logistics, Usuport, Petrobras, 
Fenamar, MSC-ABDM, One, Sepetiba Tecon, Vale S.A., and Asia 
Shipping, among others. 
 
On the occasion, the director general of ANTAQ said that there is a 
visible acceptance from the parties in relation to NR. Povia said 
the policy is not to interfere with trade issues, but to “create an 
environment of predictability and transparency in industry 
contracts. The standard seeks to harmonize relationships 
between service providers and contractors and to curb cases of 
abuse. The Agency does not want to interfere in any way with 
commercial issues,” he said. 
 
Director Adalberto Tokarski also spoke. According to him, the 
review will further improve relationships between service 
providers and users, bringing greater transparency and 
predictability to contracts. 
 
Review - ANTAQ’s proposal brings several amendments to NR No. 
18, published on December 26, 2017. Among them, it considers 
abusive the conversion of freight expressed in foreign currency to 
national currency using conversion rates incompatible with the 
reference market. To assess the abuse mentioned in the previous 
paragraph, ANTAQ will use as reference the exchange rate of the 
Central Bank Information System – SISBACEN, effective at the 
date of closing the invoice, also considering the financial costs of 
the transaction. 
 
According to the proposal of the Municipality, sea carriers and 
intermediary agents may retain goods, bill of lading (BL), until 
settlement of the payment of freight or contribution for gross 
damage, withholding for any other justifications. 
 
The Agency states in the revision that sea carriers and 
intermediary agents may only charge amounts from the shipper, 
consignee, endorser, bill of lading (BL), joint, and several debtor 
expressly designated in a specific contractual instrument, being 
directly charged to third parties outside the legal relationship. 
 
And, in the case of scale suppression, the effective sea carriers 
should adopt the necessary measures to deliver the cargo to the 
agreed destination, fulfilling the punctuality criterion, without 
charging extra costs to the user, except in situations of gross 
damage. 
 
Grain 
 
JBS is making negotiations in order to import about 200,000 
tons of corn in response to higher domestic prices, the 
company said on 12/11. 
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The statement said that corn shipments should arrive in Brazil in 
early 2020, when supply should decrease. JBS did not mention the 
origin of the product, but Argentina and Paraguay are regular 
suppliers. 
 
“The company’s decision is based on better competitiveness 
relative to the current cost of grain in Brazil,” said JBS. 
 
Corn prices have risen more than 30% since September, reaching 
the highest level since August 2016, due to lower supply. 
 
Earlier this year, JBS had already ordered its first shipment of 
2019 maize imported from Argentina for its southern 
refrigerators. 
 
Bloomberg had previously reported that JBS was negotiating 
imports of corn to Brazil. 
 
In November, Brazil exported 3.1m bags of coffee, totaling 
37.4m in the calendar year, from January to November, 
considering the sum of green, soluble, and roasted & ground 
coffee. The total volume represents a growth of 18.4% over 
the same period last year and stands out as the best export 
performance of the last five years for the period. The data are 
from Cecafé (Brazilian Coffee Exporters Council). 
 
Foreign exchange revenue generated by shipments in the calendar 
year to date was US$4.7bn, up 2% from the same period in 2018. 
 
Regarding varieties shipped in the calendar year, Arabica coffee 
represented 80.5% of the total exported volume, equivalent to 
30.1m bags. Soluble coffee accounted for 9.8% of exports, with 
3.7m bags exported, while robusta coffee accounted for 9.7%, 
with 3.6m bags. 
 
In the last 12 months (from December 2018 to November 2019) 
Brazil maintained a good pace of shipments and recorded a 
volume of 41.4m bags. 
 
“The good performance of coffee exports in November 2019 
signals the solid participation and continuous demand of Brazilian 
coffee in the world consumption of the beverage. In the calendar 
year, from January to November, exports reached the historical 
milestone of 37.4m bags, already surpassing the full calendar year 
of 2015, when Brazil exported 37.02m bags.” 
 
Record volumes shipped through November and positive 
expectations for December show that Brazil, through the 
efficiency and organization of the sector as well as the high quality 
and sustainability of the production chain, is prepared and 
structured to meet the growth of consumption and increase its 
participation of Brazilian coffee exports,” says Nelson Carvalhaes, 
President of Cecafé. 
 
Crop Year 2019/20 - In the first five months of Crop Year 
2019/20 (Jul-Nov), as well as in the calendar year, Brazil recorded 
the best performance of the last five years in terms of the volume 
of coffee exported. In the period, 17m bags of coffee were shipped, 
growth of 0.2% over the same period last year. 
 
Exports of arabica coffee in the period was 13.4m bags (a slight 
decrease of 1.2% compared to the same comparative base of 
2018). Robusta coffee shipments totaled 1.9m (9.3% growth), 
while soluble exports were 1.7m (1.3% increase). 

 
Top Destinations - The growth in exports to the main Brazilian 
coffee destinations in the calendar year is noteworthy, with 
growth of 20.9% compared to the same period last year. The top 
ten importers were, respectively: United States, which imported 
7.2m bags of coffee (19.2% of the total shipped in the period); 
Germany, with 6.2m bags imported (16.5%); Italy, with 3.4m bags 
(9.1%); Japan, with 2.4m bags (6.4%); Belgium with 2.3m bags 
(6.2%), Turkey, with 1.1m bags (3%); Russian Federation, with 
962,000 bags (2.6%); United Kingdom, with 883,100 bags (2.4%); 
Mexico, with 857,500 bags (2.3%); and Canada, with 813,900 bags 
(2.2%). 
 
With the exception of the United Kingdom, all major Brazilian 
coffee consuming countries recorded in the calendar year an 
increase in Brazilian coffee imports when compared to the same 
period last year. In yet another month, Mexico showed strong 
relevance, with a 205% increase in imports, and already stands 
out among the 10 largest buyers of Brazilian coffee. Other 
destinations with the highest growth in Brazilian coffee 
consumption were the US (29.8% growth), Germany (25%), and 
Turkey (21.7%). 
 
Exports by continent - Brazilian coffee shipments by continent 
also grew in almost all regions from January to November 2019. 
Coffee exports to Europe increased by 14.1% (equivalent to 19.4m 
bags). In North America, the increase was 34.7% (8.9m bags); in 
Asia, 13.6% (6.5m bags); South America, 8.4% (1.5m bags); Africa, 
59.2% (614,000 bags); and Oceania, 6.7% (359,600 bags). 
 
Also noteworthy in the period was the growth of Brazilian coffee 
exports to producing countries, which was +47.2% (1.9m bags); 
for BRICS, with +28.3% (1.3m bags); Eastern Europe, with 
+17.7% (1.6m bags); Middle East, with +12.9% (2.2m bags); and 
Arab Countries, with +12.1% (1.7m bags). 
 
Differentiated Coffee - In the calendar year, Brazil exported 6.9m 
bags of differentiated coffees (which are coffees that have 
superior quality or some kind of certificate of sustainable 
practices). The volume represents 18.6% of the share of total 
coffee exported so far this year and a growth of 23.4% compared 
to the same period last year. Foreign exchange revenue was 
US$1.1bn in the period, representing 23.5% of the total revenue 
generated by Brazil from exports in the calendar year 2019. 
 
The main destinations for differentiated coffees were, 
respectively: USA, which imported 1.7m bags (24.6% of the total 
volume shipped in the calendar year); Germany, with 867,200 
bags (12.5% share); Japan, with 743,900 bags (10.7%); Italy, with 
712,100 bags (10.2%); Belgium, with 592,700 bags (8.5%); 
Canada, with 270,400 bags (3.9%); United Kingdom, with 209,900 
bags (3%); Sweden, with 193,900 bags (2.8%); Finland, with 
153,400 bags (2.2%); and Spain, with 137,100 bags (2%). 
 
Ports - The Port of Santos remains at the top of most exports in 
calendar year 2019, with 77.7% of the total volume exported from 
it (equivalent to 29.1m bags). In second place are the ports of Rio 
de Janeiro, with 12.7% of shipments (4.8m bags). 
 
The following chart, made from Datamar’s DataLiner data, shows 
Brazilian coffee exports since 2015: 
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The national grain harvest of 2020 is expected to hit a record 
of 240.91m tons, surpassing the expected result of 2019 by 
33,600 tons. With this forecast, the 2019 and 2020 harvests 
should become the largest in the historical series started in 
1975, ahead of the current 2017 record of 238.4m tons. The 
information is from the Systematic Survey of Agricultural 
Production (LSPA), released on 12/10, by IBGE. 
 
Estimates predict a 6.7% growth in soybean production and a 
7.5% reduction in corn production. Beans of the first harvest 
should also have lower production (-0.3%). Estimates point to 
better prospects for cotton (2.0%) and rice (1.0%). 
 
IBGE researcher Carlos Barradas estimates a production of 92.7m 
tons of corn next year, a decline of 7.5% compared to the 2019 
crop, which represents a reduction of 7.5m tons. “There is a 
tendency for a higher volume of corn production in the second 
harvest, and this harvest should participate with 72.3% of 
national production for 2020, against 27.7% of the first corn 
harvest,” he said. 
 
Soybean production should grow 6.7%, reaching 120.8m tons in 
2020. Among the largest producers, Mato Grosso estimates a 
harvest of 33m tons, a growth of 2.2% compared to 2019. Paraná, 
the second largest producer, expects to produce 19.8m tons, an 
increase of 22.5%, recovering from a 2019 in which its crop was 
compromised by severe rainfall restrictions and excess heat 
during the crop cycle. 
 
The following chart, based on Datamar’s DataLiner data, shows 
Brazilian soybean exports to Brazil and the rest of the world since 
2015: 
 

 
 
2019 harvest should grow 6.4% - The national harvest should 
also reach 240.88m tons in 2019, higher than the 2017 record, 
with 2.4m tons more produced. The result represents a 6.4% 
increase compared to 2018 production (226.5m tons), and a 
growth of 60,600 tons compared to last October. 
 

The increase was driven by corn, which is expected to have a 
record production of 100.2m in 2019 (25.9m tons of corn in the 
first harvest and 74.3m tons of corn in the second harvest), which 
represents an increase of 23.2% compared to 2018. According to 
Barradas, there was a price conjuncture that encouraged the 
planting of second harvest corn. “The weather also behaved 
favorably,” he said. 
 
Cotton is also set to hit a record in IBGE’s historical series. In this 
year’s harvest, production should reach 6.9 tons, an increase of 
39.8% over the previous year. The increase in grain planting is 
due to improved prices, explained Carlos Barradas. 
 
Soybean and rice production, however, decreased. The estimate 
points to a harvest of 113.2m tons of soybean in 2019, which 
represents a 4% retraction from last year. Rice had a fall in 
production as a result of the reduction of 9.5% in planted area and 
12% in the area to be harvested. Production is estimated at 10.3m 
tons of grain, a decrease of 12% compared to last year. 
 
In 2019, the area to be harvested should be 63.2m hectares, a 
3.7% growth compared to the area harvested in 2018, an increase 
of 2.2m hectares. Compared to October this year, the estimated 
area to be harvested grew by 71,300 hectares (0.1%). The 
previous production record was set in 2017, when 238.4m tons 
were produced. 
 
Ores 
 
The result of the technical investigation of the breaking of 
Dam 1 of the Córrego do Feijão Mine, in Brumadinho (MG), 
showed that the cause of the tragedy was the critical 
combination of continuous internal strains due to creep and 
a strength reduction due to the loss of suction in the 
unsaturated zone caused by the intense rainfall accumulated on 
the site towards the end of 2018. 
 
The dam broke in January this year, killing hundreds of people, 
many who are still missing. 
 
The result was presented by expert panel leader Peter Robertson, 
PhD in geotechnics at British Columbia University in Canada. The 
group’s conclusions were released on 12/11 in São Paulo. 
 
“Creep occurs when the material has a constant load and slowly 
deforms. This happens with some materials, which are very 
heavily loaded, such as a steep slope with excess water, which will 
suffer the effect of creep, with shear stresses [stress generated by 
forces applied in the same or opposite directions, in similar 
directions, but with different intensities] in the material 
analyzed,” explained Robertson. “It is a deformation that happens 
slowly, but the rupture is abrupt,” added the expert. 
 
According to Robertson, the novelty of the study is the 
identification of cementation between the particles. “In lab tests, 
the effect of cementation [was found], and this created a much 
more brittle material that lost strength much faster,” he noted. 
 
According to the expert panel report on the technical causes of the 
breakdown of Dam I, stress state analyzes within the structure 
also showed that significant parts of it were under very high loads 
due to its slope, high tailings weight, and water level. “The 
construction of a steep upstream dam [method in which the 
containment barrier receives layers of the mining tailings material 
itself], the high level of water, weak fine tailings within the dam 
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and the fragile nature of the tailings have created the conditions 
for the disruption,” concludes the study. 
 
Meat 
 
Chicken meat production in the country should reach 13.15m 
tons in 2019, 2.3% more than the previous year. Exports are 
expected to accumulate 4.2m tons, up 2.4% from 4.1m tons in 
2018. From January to November, exports reached 
US$6.36bn, 6.1% more than in the same period last year. The 
data were released on 12/12 by the Animal Protein 
Association (ABPA). 
 
In the case of pork, production is expected to rise from 3.9m tons 
in 2018 to 4.1m tons this year, up 2.5%. Exports should increase 
by 14.5% from 646,000 tons to 740,000 tons. 
 
In terms of value, pork export revenues totaled US$1.41bn from 
January to November, reflecting an increase of 27.9% over the 
same period last year. In volume, 674,200 tons were exported in 
this period, 14.4%, more than in the same period last year. 
 
The data also show that egg production should total 49bn units in 
2019, 10% more than in 2018. Despite the increase in production, 
exports are expected to drop by 30% in volume, from 11,600 tons 
to 8,000 tons. 
 
Prices - According to the entity, the price of Brazilian products 
was influenced by the strong health crisis in China, with outbreaks 
of African swine fever, which increased imports of this type of 
protein by that country. “Rising beef prices, also influenced by 
climate factors, have boosted pork and poultry prices,” said ABPA. 
 
Regarding the price increase for poultry and pork at the end of the 
chain, ABPA President Francisco Turra emphasized that when 
demand is much higher than supply, the price cannot be expected 
to rise. “But I want to point out that in poultry and pork we have 
spent four years with stable, low prices, huge losses, closed 
factories that have now reopened. Obviously the price will be a 
little higher. It is a matter of market,” he said. 
 
According to Turra, in the last twelve years no year has been as 
surprising and positive as 2019 for the sector. “We had moments 
of crisis, we spent moments when production not only stabilized, 
but even fell slightly. We had difficulty exporting to open some 
markets and this year, due to what happened with the African 
swine fever in China and in 20 other countries, a paved way has 
opened for protein as a whole.” Turra assured that, even with 
foreign demand growing, there will be no shortage of domestic 
market, because 70% of poultry production and 80% of pork 
production stays in Brazil, which is the largest market in the 
sector. “In terms of eggs, we have a quantity that I would say 99% 
of production is for the domestic market. It’s a matter of 
adjustment, a little increase of possible production.” 
 
Driven by Chinese demand, Brazilian beef exports are 
expected to close 2019 with new records in volume and sales. 
The estimate released by the Brazilian Beef Exporters 
Association (Abiec) is that shipped volumes will reach 1.83m 
tons and revenues of US$7.5bn. If confirmed, the figures would 
represent growth of 11.3% and 13.3%, respectively, exceeding 
projections made at the end of 2018 and consolidating the pace of 
growth of Brazilian sales. For the president of Abiec, Antonio 
Jorge Camardelli, the positive result this year is mainly due to the 
expansion of consolidated markets, which demonstrates the 

quality and competitiveness of Brazilian meat. “The growth of 
exports in important markets shows the quality and 
competitiveness of Brazilian meat, as well as the confidence of 
international markets in our product,” he says. 
 
From January to November 2019, sales registered a volume of 
1.67m tons, an increase of 12.33% over the same period of 2018. 
In sales, growth was 12.6%, with a total of US$6.75bn. In 
November, exports totaled 179,948 tons, up 13.8% over the same 
month of 2018. In revenues, the month grew 36.7% and closed 
with US$847.54m. 
 
 

 
 
Major Importers - The positive results were mainly driven by the 
growth in Chinese demand, which in 2019 was consolidated as the 
main destination of Brazilian meat, accounting for 24.5% of the 
total exported by the country. From January to November, exports 
to China totaled 410,444 tons, up 39.5% over the same period of 
2018. In revenue, growth was of 59.75%, with a total of $2.17bn. 
 

 
 
Outlook for 2020 - Based on the positive results recorded in 
2019, the entity estimates that the pace of growth will continue in 
2020, driven by the possible enablement of new plants for China 
and opening of new markets. With this, the expectation is that the 
exported volumes grow 13%, reaching 2.07m tons. Regarding 
revenues, the projection is for growth of 15%, with revenues of 
US$8.5bn. 
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Summary of beef exports in 2019 (estimate) 
• Revenue: US$7,449,713 
• Total tons: 1,828,876 
• Export: 154 countries 
• Major importers: China, Hong Kong, and Egypt 
 
Sugar and Ethanol 
 
The amount of  brazilian sugarcane processed by the Central 
South region’s production units reached 10.84m tons in the 
second half of November, with a significant decrease of 25.96% 
when compared to the 14.64m tons registered in the same 
fortnight period of last year. According to UNICA’s technical 
director Antonio de Padua Rodrigues, “this retreat was expected 
due to the beginning of the rainy season and the anticipation of 
the end of the harvest by most crushing plants.” 
 
With the harvest practically finished in the Center-South region, 
the amount crushed reached 575.25m tons accumulated since the 
beginning of the 2019/2020 cycle until December 1st, higher than 
the 573.17m tons processed in the whole of the 2018/2019 
harvest. “Until the end of December, the grinding can reach 580m 
tons, but the result of the current season depends on the volume 
to be processed between January and March 2020,” said 
Rodrigues. 
 
By December 1st, 196 units had ceased operations, compared 
with 137 by the same date in 2018. These 196 companies 
accounted for 71% of the total crushing of the Center-South in the 
2018/2019 harvest and processed on average 1,8% more than 
last season. For December, 67 units are expected to complete their 
operations: 42 in the first half and 15 in the last half of the month. 
 
Quality of the raw material - The amount of Total Recoverable 
Sugars (TRS) reached 141.60 kg in the final 15 days of November, 
17.10% above the value observed in the same fortnight of 2018 
(120.92 kg per ton). In the accumulated season, the indicator 
remains at the same level as in 2018/2019. Until December 1st, it 
reached 139.22 kg per ton versus 138.95 kg per ton in the same 
period of 2018. 
 
Sugar and ethanol production - Sugar production totaled 
337,210 tons in the second half of November, compared to 
532,830 tons in the same half of 2018. In the accumulated since 
the beginning of the harvest until December 1, the amount 
produced totaled 26.41m tons. Regarding ethanol, biweekly 
production totaled 770.15m liters (297.40m liters of anhydrous 
ethanol and 472.75m liters of hydrous ethanol), very close to the 
747.84m liters registered in the previous year. 
 
In the accumulated 2019/2020 season, the volume produced 
reached 31.72bn liters, being 9.68bn liters of anhydrous ethanol 
and 22.04bn liters of hydrous ethanol. This result already 
represents the largest ethanol production in the history of the 
Center-South region. The previous record occurred last season, 
when 30.95bn liters were manufactured. 
 
Contributing to this growth is the extraordinary increase in corn 
ethanol production, already incorporated in these figures. 
Production totaled 889.78m liters from April to November, 
against 436.27m liters in the same period of 2018. Production 
reached 77.63m liters in the last 15 days of November. 
 
Reflecting these figures, from the beginning of the harvest until 
December 1, only 34.61% of processed sugarcane was destined to 

sugar production, compared to 35.67% in 2018. Considering only 
the last half of November, this percentage reached a negligible 
23.06%, the lowest percentage ever observed for this fortnight. 
 
Ethanol Sales - In November, ethanol sales by the Center-South 
production units totaled 2.83bn liters, of which 143.81m liters 
were destined for export and 2.69bn liters for the domestic 
market. The volume of anhydrous ethanol sold to the domestic 
market reached 746.60m liters. Regarding hydrous ethanol, the 
monthly sale is higher than last year’s – a behavior observed in all 
months of the 2019/2020 harvest. In November, 1.94bn liters 
were sold in the Brazilian market, up 5.85% over 2018. Of this 
amount, 994.52m liters correspond to sales during the last 15 
days of the month. 
 
Trade 
 
The crisis in Argentina’s automotive sector is not limited to 
the sale of 0 km units alone. The industry in all its pillars is at 
its worst, and car manufacturing is falling so sharply that it 
compares to 2005 levels. 
 
For 2019, production is expected to close at 320,000 vehicles 
compared with the previous year’s 466,649, a period in which 
production was already low, as 2017 had closed with 473,408 
units. These results were a “bucket of cold water” for a sector that, 
together with the Macri government, had planned 1m units by 
2023. 
 
To this end, the 2030 Strategic Plan for the automotive chain will 
be prepared, in which the private sector of the country will 
request a series of measures, such as tax reduction, withholding 
tax, and opening of foreign markets, to resume the growth path. 
The main objective is to promote the development of the sector 
and to declare it strategic for Argentine production. 
 
The following chart, made by data from Adefa (Association of 
Manufacturers), shows the production, exports, and domestic 
sales of vehicles in Argentina since January 2011: 
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